广西医科大学论文起波澜，研究团队文章图片重叠受质疑
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1
“论文信息”

2015 年 3 月 4 日，广西医科大学Liang Chunhong 研究团队，在Neuroscience letters上发表的题为“Pratensein ameliorates β-amyloid-induced cognitive impairment in rats via reducing oxidative damage and restoring synapse and BDNF levels”的研究论文，被质疑文章内发生图片重叠。
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2
“论文质疑”
该文章于2020年10月在Pubpeer上被读者质疑：文章内发生图片重叠。
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参考文献：
https://pubpeer.com/publications/D13178027F0ABBEC828D5E6E94C88F

声明：质疑信息来源于Pubpeer，提及人名均为音译对于文章内容的真实性、完整性、及时性本公众号不做任何保证或承诺，仅供读者参考
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Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted October 2020

"Fig. 2. Protective effect of pratensein on ... (A) and neuronal apoptosis (TUNEL staining,
200x) (B-C) in the hippocampus. I: Sham control group; II: pratensein control group; I1l: A1-
42-treated model control group; IV: 0.05 mg/kg huperzine A-treated group; V-VI: 10 and 20
mg/kg pratensein-treated groups".
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#2 Actinopolyspora biskrensis comment accepted April 2025

This paper seems to be mentioned in a misconduct investigation by the National Natural
Science Foundation of China.

Via https://www.nsfc.gov.cn/publish/portal0/jd/04/info94739.htm

The National Natural Science Foundation of China Supervision Committee has launched an
investigation into suspected academic misconduct in papers published by Lin Xing, Wei
Jinbin, Zhang Hongliang and Huang Quanfang from two universities in Guangxi. The papers

involved are as follows:

Paper 1: Quanfang Huang, Jinbin Wei, Xing Lin*, et al. Role of RKIP in human hepatic stellate
cell proliferation, invasion, and metastasis. Journal of Cellular Biochemistry, 2019, 120(4):
6168-6177. (Grant No. 81473431, 81660693, 81660686, 81660706)

Paper 2: Xing Lin #, Quanfang Huang*, Jinbin Wei*, et al. Tormentic acid inhibits hepatic
stellate cells activation via blocking PI3K/Akt/mTOR and NF-kB signaling pathways. Cell
Biochemistry and Function, 2021, 39(1): 77-87. (marked with fund numbers 81660686,
81660693, 81873087)

Paper 3: Jinbin Wei #, Quanfang Huang #, Xing Lin*, et al. Asiatic acid from Potentilla
chinensis attenuate ethanol-induced hepatic injury via suppression of oxidative stress and
Kupffer cell activation. Biological & Pharmaceutical Bulletin, 2013, 36(12): 1980-1989.
(marked with fund numbers 81260674, 81260505))

Paper 4: Hongliang Zhang #, Xing Lin, Jinbin Wei*, et al. Protective effect of DMDD, isolated
from the root of Averrhoa carambola L., on high glucose induced EMT in HK-2 cells by
inhibiting the TLR4-BAMBI-Smad2/3 signaling pathway. Biomedicine & Pharmacotherapy,
2019, 113: 108705. (marked with fund numbers 81760665 and 81460205)

Paper 5: Xing Lin #, Jinbin Wei #, Quanfang Huang*, et al. Inhibition of RKIP aggravates
thioacetamide-induced acute liver failure in mice. Experimental and Therapeutic Medicine,
2018, 16(4): 2992-2998 (Grant No. 81473431, 81660693, 81660686, 81660706)

Paper 6: Xing Lin, Quanfang Huang*, et al. Beneficial effects of asiaticoside on cognitive
deficits in senescence-accelerated mice. Fitoterapia, 2013, 87, 69-77 (Grant No. 81260674,
81260505)

Paper 7: Quanfang Huang, Xing Lin*, et al. Protective effect of genistein isolated from
Hydrocotylesibthorpioides on hepatic injury and fibrosis induced by chronic alcohol in rats.
Toxicology Letters, 2013, 217, 102-110 (Fund number 81260674, 81260505)

Paper 8: Xing Lin, Quanfang Huang*, et al. Helenalin attenuates alcohol-induced hepatic
fibrosis by enhancing ethanol metabolism, Inhibiting oxidative stress and suppressing HSC
activation. Fitoterapia, 2014, 95, 203-213 (Fund No. 81260674, 81260505)

Paper 9: Xing Lin, Quanfang Huang*, et al. Protective Effect of Genistein on
Lipopolysaccharide/D-Galactosamine- Induced Hepatic Failure in Mice. Biological and
Pharmaceutical Bulletin, 2014, 37(4): 625-632 (Grant No. 81260674, 81260505)

Paper 10: Xing Lin*, et al. Pratensein ameliorates B-amyloid-induced cognitive impairment
in rats via reducing oxidative damage and restoring synapse and BDNF levels. Neuroscience
Letters, 2015, 592, 48-53 (Grant No. 81260674, 81260505)

Paper 11: Xing Lin, Quanfang Huang*, et al. Gypsophila elegans isoorientin attenuates CCl4-
induced hepatic fibrosis in rats via modulation of NF-kB and TGF-B1/Smad signaling
pathways. International Immunopharmacology, 2015, 28, 305-312 (Fund No. 81260674)

Paper 12: Xing Lin, Quanfang Huang*, et al. Isoorientin from Gypsophila elegans induces
apoptosis in liver cancer cells via mitochondrial-mediated pathway. Journal of
Ethnopharmacology, 2016,187, 187-194 (Fund No. 81260674)

Paper 13: Quanfang Huang, Xing Lin*, et al. Loss of Raf kinase inhibitor protein is associated
with malignant progression in hepatic fibrosis. Biomedicine & Pharmacotherapy, 2016, 82,
669-676 (Fund No. 81260505)

Paper 14: Quanfang Huang, Xing Lin*, et al. Didymin ameliorates hepatic injury through
inhibition of MAPK and NF-kB pathways by up-regulating RKIP expression. International
Immunopharmacology, 2017, 42, 130-138 (Fund No. 81260505, 81473431)

Paper 15: Xing Lin*, et al. Methyl helicterate inhibits hepatic stellate cell activation through
downregulating the ERK1/2 signaling pathway. Journal of Cellular Biochemistry, 2019,
120(9): 14936-14945. (Fund number 81660693, 81473431, 81660686)

Paper 16: Xing Lin*, et al. Helenalin from Centipeda minima ameliorates acute hepatic injury
by protecting mitochondria function, activating Nrf2 pathway and inhibiting NF-«kB
activation. Biomedicine & Pharmacotherapy, 2019, 119, 109435 (Fund No. 81660693,
81660686, 81873087)

After investigation, it was found that many pictures in Paper 1, Paper 3 to Paper 16 were
used in a confusing and improper manner, which objectively showed that they were forged
or tampered with. Some pictures in Paper 2 were the same but had different meanings,
which objectively showed that the pictures were fake. The relevant responsible authors of
Papers 1to 16, Lin Xing, Huang Quanfang, Zhang Hongliang, Wei Jinbin, etc., should be held

responsible for the problems in the corresponding papers.

Paper 2 and Paper 5 use other people’s signatures without consent, and the first author Lin
Xing should be held responsible for this issue.

Paper 1 and Paper 5 have the problem of unauthorized labeling of other people's scientific
fund projects. Lin Xing, the corresponding author of Paper 1 and the first author of Paper 5,
should be held responsible for this issue.

In addition, Lin Xing included Paper 1, Paper 3, Paper 6 to Paper 10, Paper 13 to Paper 16 in
the application or final report of the relevant fund projects (approval numbers 81473431,
81660693, 81873087, 81260505); Huang Quanfang included Paper 1, Paper 2, Paper 4, Paper
6 to Paper 10 in the final report of the relevant fund projects (approval numbers 81660686,
81260674); Wei Jinbin included Paper 3 in the application of the fund project (approval
numbers 81660706, 81960767). Lin Xing, Huang Quanfang, and Wei Jinbin should also be
held responsible for this issue.

After deliberation at the 5th meeting of the 6th Supervisory Committee of the National
Natural Science Foundation of China and approval at the 20th Executive Meeting of the
National Natural Science Foundation of China in 2024, it was decided that:

In accordance with Article 47, Article 40, Article 43, Item 1, Article 43, Item 6, and Article 46
of the Measures for the Investigation and Handling of Scientific Research Misconduct in
National Natural Science Foundation Projects, Lin Xing's National Natural Science
Foundation projects "Exploring the mechanism of action of methyl sesame acid in anti-liver
fibrosis from the perspective of TGF-B1/Smads and ERK signaling pathways" (Approval No.
81473431), "Exploring the mechanism of action of anemone lactone in inhibiting liver
fibrosis based on PI3K/Akt signaling pathway" (Approval No. 81660693), "The regulatory
mechanism of spearmint balsam pear glycosides on the endoplasmic reticulum stress-
autophagy pathway in liver fibrosis" (Approval No. 81873087) and "The regulatory role of
Raf kinase inhibitory protein in the mechanism of liver fibrosis" (Approval No. 81260505) are
revoked, and the allocated funds for the above four projects are recovered. Lin Xing's
qualification to apply for and participate in the application of National Natural Science
Foundation projects will be revoked for 7 years (from December 10, 2024 to December 9,

2031), and Lin Xing will be criticized in a notice.

In accordance with Article 47, 40 and 46 of the Measures for the Investigation and Handling
of Scientific Research Misconduct in National Natural Science Foundation Projects, Huang
Quanfang's National Natural Science Foundation projects "Exploring the inhibitory
mechanism of potentilla acid on liver fibrosis from the perspective of PI3K/Akt and NF-kB
signaling pathways" (approval number 81660686) and "Study on the intervention effect of
gypsophila isoorientin on the NF-kB signaling pathway of liver fibrosis and its mechanism"
(approval number 81260674) are revoked, and the allocated funds of the above two projects
are recovered. Huang Quanfang's qualification to apply for and participate in the National
Natural Science Foundation project will be revoked for 5 years (from December 10, 2024 to
December 9, 2029), and Huang Quanfang will be criticized in a notice.

In accordance with Article 47 and Article 40 of the Measures for the Investigation and
Handling of Scientific Research Misconduct in National Natural Science Foundation
Projects, Wei Jinbin's National Natural Science Foundation projects "Study on the Effects
and Mechanisms of Potentilla asiatica Acid on Endoplasmic Reticulum Stress and
Hepatocyte Lipid Metabolism in Non-alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease" (Approval No. 81660706)
and "Study on the Mechanism of Anti-liver Fibrosis of Cilantro Isovitexin Based on miR-21-
mediated PTEN/Akt Pathway and Cell Autophagy" (Approval No. 81960767) are revoked,
and the allocated funds for the above two projects are recovered. Wei Jinbin's qualification
to apply for and participate in the National Natural Science Foundation project will be
revoked for three years (from December 10, 2024 to December 9, 2027), and Wei Jinbin will
be criticized in a notice.

In accordance with Article 47 and Article 40 of the Measures for the Investigation and
Handling of Scientific Research Misconduct in National Natural Science Foundation
Projects, Zhang Hongliang's qualification to apply for and participate in the application of
National Natural Science Foundation projects will be revoked for three years (from
December 10, 2024 to December 9, 2027), and Zhang Hongliang will be criticized through a
notice.
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