震惊！南大附院研究人员Molecular Therapy论文因严重问题被撤稿，3 年科研路 “归零”
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2017 年 10 月 17 日，南京医科大学第一附属医院等单位的研究人员 Bowen Li、Zekuan Xu 等在《Molecular Therapy — Nucleic Acids》（影响因子 6.5，Q1 区）发表了题为 “miR-3174 Contributes to Apoptosis and Autophagic Cell Death Defects in Gastric Cancer Cells by Targeting ARHGAP10” 的研究论文。该研究获得了多项基金支持，包括国家自然科学基金国际合作项目等。研究主要成果是揭示了 miR - 3174 通过靶向 ARHGAP10 在胃癌细胞凋亡和自噬性细胞死亡缺陷中的作用机制，对胃癌研究有重要意义。
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然而，2022 年 6 月 14 日，因作者之一发邮件指出，经编辑核查发现论文中 Figures 7J、9C 和 S2 存在图像重复使用及数据错误呈现问题，该论文被撤回，作者也同意了撤稿。
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2024 年，国家自然科学基金监督委员会对 Zekuan Xu 等人发表的包括此篇论文在内的 10 篇论文展开涉嫌学术不端调查。调查发现这 10 篇论文存在诸多相同图像却代表不同含义的虚假图像问题，Zekuan Xu 作为通讯作者需对此负责。同时，Zekuan Xu 还将部分问题论文用于相关基金项目申报等材料中，也需承担责任。经审议决定，撤销 Zekuan Xu 相关国家自然科学基金项目，收回已拨资金，取消其 3 年申请和参与国家自然科学基金项目资格，并给予批评通知。
[image: ]

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29246308/


来源：公众号Research Integrity，转载请注明出处，若没注明学术诚信公众号出处，构成侵权。后台联系客服微信：BikElisabeth

免责声明：
质疑信息来源于Pubpeer，提及人名均为音译
对于文章内容的真实性、完整性、及时性
本公众号不做任何保证或承诺，仅供读者参考
未经授权禁止转载！
转载请勿更改原文内容及格式！
如有转载需求或合作事宜
可添加下方客服微信或推送邮件到researchintegrity@qq.com
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See the retraction notice
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Figure 9l appears to have two images which overlap. This seems to be a systematic issue in papers with at least

‘one common author: https://pubpeer.com/search?q=authors%3A"Zekuan+Xu"

Time(day) Time(days)
% Ad’acent 1 Adjacent2 _ Adjacent 3

_ imor
%
é Adjacent 4 Ad"acont 5

Figure 91
October 2017 Molecular Therapy - Nucleic Acids 9(C)
DOI:10.1016/j.0mtn.2017.10.008

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. This work was supported by the National Natural Science Foundation Project of
International Cooperation (NSFC-NIH, 81361120398); the N:
(81572362); the Primary Research & Development Plan of Jiangsu Province (BE2016786); the Program for
Development of Innovative Research Team in the First Affiliated Hospital of NJMU; the Priority Academic Program
Development of Jiangsu Higher Education Institutions (PAPD, JX10231801); the 333 Project of Jiangsu Province
(BRA2015474); Jiangsu Key Medical Discipline (General Surgery) (ZDXKA2016005), the Jiangsu Key Lab of Cancer
‘Biomarkers, Prevention and Treatment, Collaborative Innovation Center for Cancer Personalized Medicine,

nal Natural Science Foundation of C!

a

Nanjing Medical University;the Postgraduate Research & Practice Innovation Program of Jiangsu Province
(KYCX17_1245); the National Natural Science Foundation of China (81702369); the China Postdoctoral Science
Foundation (2016ME01868); and the Postdoctoral Science Foundation of Jiangsu Province (17010338).

R AR5 - Research Integrity




image4.png
Thi5 paper seems to be mentioned in a misconduct Investigation by the National Natural Science Founcdation of
China.

Via https://www.nsfc.gov.cn/publish/portal0/jd/04/info94739.htm

The National Natural Science Foundation of China Supervision Committee has launched an investigation into
suspected acader a paper published by Xu Zekuan and others from a university in Jiangsu. The
papers involved are as follows:

ondu

Paper 1: Zekuan Xu, et al. miR-664a-3p functions as an oncogene by targeting Hippo pathway in the
iferation, 2019, 52(3): €12567. (Grant No. 81572362, 81361120398)

development of gastric cancer. Cell Pr

Paper 2: Zekuan Xu", et al. Circular RNA GircNRIPL acts as a microRNA-149-5p sponge to promote gastric cancer

progression via the AKT1/mTOR pathway. Molecular Cancer, 2019, 18(1): 20. (Grant No. 81572362, 81361120398)

Paper 3: Zekuan Xu", et al. Circular RNA UBE2Q2 promotes malignant progression of gastric cancer by regulating

signal transducer and activator of transcription 3-medi
2021, 12(10): 910. (Fund number 81871946, 82072708)

ted autophagy and glycolysis. Cell Death and Disease,

Paper 4: Zekuan Xu, et al. Novel role of miR-133a-3p in repressing gastric cancer growth and metastasis via
blocking autophagy-mediated glutaminolysis. Journal of Experimental & Clinical Cancer, 2018, 37(1): 320. (Fund
No. 81572362, 81361120398)

Paper 5: Zekuan Xu, et al. ZNF143 enhances metastasis of gastric cancer by promoting the process of EMT
through PI3K/AKT signaling pathway. Tumor Biology, 2016, 37(9): 12813-12821. (Grant No. 81272712, 81572362,

812111519)

Paper 6: Zekuan Xu, et al. miR-3174 Contributes to Apoptosis and Autophagic Cell Death Defects in Gastric
Cancer Cells by Targeting ARHGAP10. Molecular Therapy: Nucleic Acids, 2017, 9: 204-311. (Grant No.
81361120398, 81572362)

Paper 7: Zekuan Xu", et al. Overexpression of miR-584-5p inhibits proliferation and induces apoptosis by targeting
Ww domain-containing E3 ubiquitin protein ligase 1in gastric cancer. Journal of Experimental & Clinical Cancer

Research, 2017, 36(1): 59. (Fund number 81361120398, 81572362)

Paper 8: Zekuan Xu", et al. Netrin-1 promotes gastric cancer cell proliferation and invasion via the receptor
neogenin through PI3K/AKT signaling pathway. Oncotarget, 2017, 8(31): 51177-51189. (Fund No. 81572362,
81602080, 812111519)

Paper 9: Zekuan Xu, et al. MiR-422a regulates cellular metabolism and malignancy by targeting pyruvate
dehydrogenase kinase 2 n gastric cancer. Cell Death & Disease, 2018, 9(5): 505. (Fund No. 81572362,
81361120208)

Paper 10: Zekuan Xu*, et al. miR-874 functions as a tumor suppressor by inhibiting angiogenesis through
‘STAT3/VEGF-A pathway in gastric cancer. Oncotarget, 2015, 6(3): 1605-17. (Grant No. 81361120398, 81272712,
30901421)

After investigation, it was found that the 10 papers involved had man

fentical images but represented different
‘meanings, which was an objective result of false images. The corresponding authors of the 10 papers, including
Xu Zekuan, should be held responsible for the problems in the papers.

In addition, Xu Zekuan included Papers 1 to 3, Papers 5 to 8, and Paper 101n the application form or progress
report or final report of the relevant fund projects (approval numbers 81572362, 81871946, and 81361120398). Xu
Zekuan should also be held responsible for thi

issue.

‘After deliberation at the fifth meeting of the sixth session of the National Natural Science Foundation of China's
Supervisory Committee and approval at the 20th meeting of the National Natural Science Foundation of China in
2024, it was decided to revoke Xu Zekuan's National Natural Science Foundation projects "A study on the
‘mechanism by which Helicobacter pylori breaks FLIP/Caspase-8 homeostasis and enhances chemotherapy
sensitivity of gastric cancer cells by promoting BRD2meA modification” (approval number 82072708) and "Gastric
cancer cell-derived exosomal miR-5192-3p promotes liver metastasis by inhibiting Lefty1 secretion in liver Kupffer
cells" in accordance with Articles 47, 40, and 46 of the "Measures for the Investigation and Handling of Scientific
National Natural Science Foundation Projects". The two projects, "Study on the
‘mechanism of formation" (Approval No. 81871946), "Study on the role and mechanism of chronic stress in the
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occurrence of gastric cancer” (Approval No. 81572362), "Study on the role and mechanism of unique domains
'NIDO, AMOP and vWD of MUC4 in the characteristic tumorigenic behavior of pancreatic cancer” (Approval No.

81272712) and "Study on the regulation of abrormally expressed microRNA on the occurrence and development
of gastric cancer" (Approval No. 81361120398), will recover the allocated funds for the above five projects, cancel

Xu Zekuan's qualification to apply for and participate in the National Natural Science Foundation of China
projects for three years (December 10, 2024 to December 9, 2027), and give Xu Zekuan an

of criticism.
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