基金委出手！南京医科大学徐泽宽因科研问题被通报
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论文信息
2016年，来自南京医科大学第一附属医院的 Song Wei （第一作者，魏崧）, Linjun Wang , Lei Zhang , Bowen Li , Zheng Li , Qun Zhang , Jiwei Wang , Liang Chen , Guangli Sun , Qing Li , Hao Xu , Diancai Zhang , Zekuan Xu （通讯作者，徐泽宽）在 Tumor Biology 期刊发表了一篇题目为：ZNF143 enhances metastasis of gastric cancer by promoting the process of EMT through PI3K/AKT signaling pathway的论文。
[image: ]
   02

质疑信息
2023年4月，Hemidactylus subtriedrus 在 Pubpeer 论坛发表评论：
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参考信息：
https://pubpeer.com/publications/748DFCD5AE37824A804DB4D99C425B


免责声明：信息来源于 Pubpeer，提及人名均为音译，对于文章内容的真实性、完整性、及时性本公众号不做任何保证或承诺，仅供读者参考。如有侵权，请及时联系公众号后台。让我们共同维护学术界的公正与透明。
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The data was also observed in the Master Dissertation of Song Wei !
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This paper seems to be mentioned in a misconduct investigation by the National Natural

Science Foundation of China.
Via https://www.nsfc.gov.cn/publish/portal0/jd/04/info94739.htm

The National Natural Science Foundation of China Supervision Committee has launched an
investigation into suspected academic misconduct in a paper published by Xu Zekuan and
others from a university in Jiangsu. The papers involved are as follows:

Paper 1: Zekuan Xu*, et al. miR-664a-3p functions as an oncogene by targeting Hippo
pathway in the development of gastric cancer. Cell Proliferation, 2019, 52(3): €12567. (Grant
No. 81572362, 81361120398)

Paper 2: Zekuan Xu*, et al. Circular RNA circNRIP1 acts as a microRNA-149-5p sponge to
promote gastric cancer progression via the AKT1/mTOR pathway. Molecular Cancer, 2019,
18(1): 20. (Grant No. 81572362, 81361120398)

Paper 3: Zekuan Xu*, et al. Circular RNA UBE2Q2 promotes malignant progression of gastric
cancer by regulating signal transducer and activator of transcription 3-mediated autophagy
and glycolysis. Cell Death and Disease, 2021, 12(10): 910. (Fund number 81871946,
82072708)

Paper 4: Zekuan Xu*, et al. Novel role of miR-133a-3p in repressing gastric cancer growth
and metastasis via blocking autophagy-mediated glutaminolysis. Journal of Experimental &
Clinical Cancer, 2018, 37(1): 320. (Fund No. 81572362, 81361120398)

Paper 5: Zekuan Xu*, et al. ZNF143 enhances metastasis of gastric cancer by promoting the
process of EMT through PI3K/AKT signaling pathway. Tumor Biology, 2016, 37(9): 12813-
12821. (Grant No. 81272712, 81572362, 812111519)

Paper 6: Zekuan Xu*, et al. miR-3174 Contributes to Apoptosis and Autophagic Cell Death
Defects in Gastric Cancer Cells by Targeting ARHGAP10. Molecular Therapy: Nucleic Acids,
2017,9:294-311. (Grant No. 81361120398, 81572362)

Paper 7: Zekuan Xu*, et al. Overexpression of miR-584-5p inhibits proliferation and induces
apoptosis by targeting WW domain-containing E3 ubiquitin protein ligase 1 in gastric
cancer. Journal of Experimental & Clinical Cancer Research, 2017, 36(1): 59. (Fund number
81361120398, 81572362)

Paper 8: Zekuan Xu*, et al. Netrin-1 promotes gastric cancer cell proliferation and invasion
via the receptor neogenin through PI3K/AKT signaling pathway. Oncotarget, 2017, 8(31):
51177-51189. (Fund No. 81572362, 81602080, 812111519)

Paper 9: Zekuan Xu*, et al. MiR-422a regulates cellular metabolism and malignancy by
targeting pyruvate dehydrogenase kinase 2 in gastric cancer. Cell Death & Disease, 2018,
9(5): 505. (Fund No. 81572362, 81361120398)

Paper 10: Zekuan Xu*, et al. miR-874 functions as a tumor suppressor by inhibiting
angiogenesis through STAT3/VEGF-A pathway in gastric cancer. Oncotarget, 2015, 6(3):
1605-17. (Grant No. 81361120398, 81272712, 30901421)

After investigation, it was found that the 10 papers involved had many identical images but
represented different meanings, which was an objective result of false images. The
corresponding authors of the 10 papers, including Xu Zekuan, should be held responsible
for the problems in the papers.

In addition, Xu Zekuan included Papers 1 to 3, Papers 5 to 8, and Paper 10 in the application
form or progress report or final report of the relevant fund projects (approval numbers
81572362, 81871946, and 81361120398). Xu Zekuan should also be held responsible for this

issue.

After deliberation at the fifth meeting of the sixth session of the National Natural Science
Foundation of China's Supervisory Committee and approval at the 20th meeting of the
National Natural Science Foundation of China in 2024, it was decided to revoke Xu Zekuan's
National Natural Science Foundation projects "A study on the mechanism by which
Helicobacter pylori breaks FLIP/Caspase-8 homeostasis and enhances chemotherapy
sensitivity of gastric cancer cells by promoting BRD2m6A modification" (approval number
82072708) and "Gastric cancer cell-derived exosomal miR-519a-3p promotes liver
metastasis by inhibiting Leftyl secretion in liver Kupffer cells" in accordance with Articles
47,40, and 46 of the "Measures for the Investigation and Handling of Scientific Research
Misconduct in National Natural Science Foundation Projects”. The two projects, "Study on
the mechanism of formation" (Approval No. 81871946), "Study on the role and mechanism
of chronic stress in the occurrence of gastric cancer" (Approval No. 81572362), "Study on the
role and mechanism of unique domains NIDO, AMOP and vWD of MUC4 in the characteristic
tumorigenic behavior of pancreatic cancer" (Approval No. 81272712) and "Study on the
regulation of abnormally expressed microRNA on the occurrence and development of
gastric cancer" (Approval No. 81361120398), will recover the allocated funds for the above
five projects, cancel Xu Zekuan's qualification to apply for and participate in the National
Natural Science Foundation of China projects for three years (December 10, 2024 to
December 9, 2027), and give Xu Zekuan a notice of criticism.
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In Figure 3a, two dependent experiments used the same picture
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In Figure 2f, The wound healing assay of ZNF143 knock down wasa’q’nilarto Scr N
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