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2021年12月，常州市第二人民医院（南京医科大学第三附属医院）在International Journal of Nanomedicine（IF6.6 / 2区）上在线发表了一篇论文。在发表3年后，因图片组内重复在pubpeer上被读者质疑。论文题为“3D Printed Gelatin/Sodium Alginate Hydrogel Scaffolds Doped with Nano-Attapulgite for Bone Tissue Repair”。
第一作者：常州市第二人民医院的Chun Liu
通讯作者：常州市第二人民医院的Hongbin Zhao
江苏省科技重点项目（BE2018644）；常州市科技支撑计划（社会发展）（CE20185047），常州市卫健委青年人才科技项目（QN202029）；常州市科技计划项目（CJ20210102）。
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参考信息：https://pubpeer.com/publications/BD5F8D9413E2482979FE5A042B5DD8
免责声明：信息来源于Pubpeer、Pubmed及相关期刊，提及人名均为音译！
对于文章内容的真实性、完整性、及时性本公众号不做任何保证或承诺，仅供读者参考！
如有侵权，请及时联系公众号后台！
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#1 Sholto David comment accepted January 2025

Several examples of problematic image duplications. I've added the coloured shapes to
show where | mean. Identified with the help of ImageTwin.ai.

Would the authors please check and comment?
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Figure 4 The proliferation and viabilty of laden cell in vitro. (A) The proliferation of BMSCs cultured within four different composite hydrogel extracts after 1, 3, and 7
days using the CCK-8 assay (*p < 0.05, **p < 0.01,%p < 0.001, n = 5. (B) Representative merged images of ive/dead assays on a cellladen 3D bio-printed composite
hydrogels at indicated time intervals (3, 7, and 14 days). The living cells are stained green, and dead cell are stained red (scale bar = 500 um). (C) Fluorescence images
obtained after culturing BMSCs for 3 days on composite hydrogels; DAPI was used for the detection of cell nuclei. F-actin was stained green with FITC-phallodin (Scale bar =
200 ).

Abbreviations: nano-ATP, nano-attapulgite; BMSCs, mouse bone marrow-derived mesenchymal stem cels; CCK-8, cell counting kit-8.
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Figure § In vitro Gel/SA/nanc-ATP composite hydrogel scaffolds promoted osteogenic differentiation. (A) Images of ALP staining and (B) quantification of Alizarin Red
S staining after 14 days of incubation (scale bar = 200 ym). (C) Quantified ALP activity as the ratio between the absorbance at 405 nm and 562 nm. (D) Quantification of the
amount of Alizarin Red § that stained the mineralized matrix. The solution absorbance was detected at 490 am (**p < 0.001, n = 3). (E) Reak-time PCR analysis: OCN, OPN,
05X, and Runx2 expressions by BMSCs in the GeSAVATP composite hydrogels after incubation for 3, 7 and 14 days. (*p < 005, **p < 0.01, *p < 0001, n = 3).
Abbreviations: Gel, gelatin; SA, sodium alginate; nano-ATP, nano-attapulgite; ALP, alkaline phosphatase. PCR, polymerase chain reaction; OCN, osteocalcin; OPN,
osteopontin; OSX, osterb; Runx2, runt-related transcription factor 2; GAPDH, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase.
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Figure 6 Histological analysis of GelSA/nano-ATP composite hydrogel scaffolds in rabbit tibial plateau defects at 4 to 12 weeks post-implantation. (A) Digital photographs
of the five experimental groups during surgery (0 weeks) and at 4-12 weeks post-surgery. (B) Staining with H&E and (C) Masson's trichrome demonstrates new bone
formed in the composite hydrogel (scale bar = 100 im). (D) Quantitative data of Masson’s trichrome staining. (*p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0,001, n = 3).
Abbreviations: Gel, gelatin; SA, sodium alginate; nano-ATP, nanc-attapulgite; H&E, hematoxylin and eosin; M, implanted materiak NB, new bone.
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Dear Sholto David Thank you for your valuable feedback regarding the figures in our
manuscript. After carefully reviewing the concerns you raised, | have identified the following
issues and their causes. Regarding Figure 4B (fluorescent images), the highlighted
duplication was indeed due to an unintentional mistake during the organization and
arrangement of fluorescent images while preparing the figure. A similar issue occurred in
Figure 5B (Alizarin Red staining), where errors in image organization led to duplication.
These mistakes were entirely due to oversight in selecting the correct images during figure
preparation. For Figure 6A (scaffold implantation in rabbit tibial plateau), the errors arose
because images were taken at different magnifications using a mobile phone, and during
the selection process, the 4-week image of the 15% group was mistakenly used as the 4-
week image of the sham group, while the 8-week image of the 10% group was inadvertently
used as the 12-week image of the 15% group. Despite these errors, we have carefully
reviewed the data and confirm that they do not affect the validity of our experimental
conclusions. The quantitative results and analyses presented in the manuscript remain
accurate and strongly support the study’s findings. | sincerely apologize for these errors and
am actively preparing corrected versions of these figures to submit to the journal as a
corrigendum. Moving forward, | am implementing stricter data management and figure
preparation protocols to prevent similar issues. | deeply appreciate your critical review and
understanding, and | thank you for helping us maintain the scientific integrity of our work.
Sincerely




