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2025 年 4 月 4 日，《Molecular Medicine Reports》杂志在线发表声明，撤回一篇 2012 年发表的研究论文。该论文由大连医科大学附属第一医院消化内科的 Jing - Wei Mao、呼吸内科的 Hai - Ying Tang 等作者完成，原论文研究的是 Etiasa 对溃疡性结肠炎大鼠模型中基质金属蛋白酶 - 2（MMP - 2）和肿瘤坏死因子 - α（TNF - α）表达的影响。
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此次撤稿源于一位热心读者的发现。读者指出，论文中第 998 页图 1 和图 2 的琼脂糖凝胶存在问题，其中 TNF - α 数据的 “第 14 天 / 第 35 天” 以及 “第 21 天 / 第 56 天” 实验的两对泳道极为相似，只是方向相反。此外，图 2 中 “第 56 天” 实验的 “E” 和 “C” 泳道中的 MMP - 2 蛋白条带外观也非常相似。同时，图 3 和图 4 的免疫荧光实验中，各有一对数据面板重叠，并且部分相同的数据面板还出现在该研究小组同期发表于《Gastroenterology Research and Practice》杂志的另一篇论文中。

鉴于图 1 和图 2 中数据存在明显异常，以及图 3 和图 4 中部分数据的重复使用，《Molecular Medicine Reports》的编辑对所呈现的数据失去信心，决定撤回该论文。编辑曾要求作者对此作出解释，但未收到回复。编辑就此事给读者带来的不便表示歉意。这一事件提醒科研人员要重视科研诚信，确保研究数据的真实性和可靠性。


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40183370/
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声明：转载此文是出于传递更多信息之目的。若有来源标注错误或侵犯了您的合法权益，请作者持权属证明与本网联系，我们将及时更正、删除，谢谢

Pubpeer，专注科研工作者。关注请长按上方二维码。投稿、合作、转载授权事宜请联系本号，回复2025，微信ID：BikElisabeth  或邮箱：Pubpeer@qq.com
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#1Elisabeth M Bik comment accepted September 2024

Areader pointed out some concerns about Figures 1and 2:

* Boxes of the same color highlight lanes that look remarkably similar, while arrows denote their orientation.

o Several other marker lanes appear to be duplicated and in mirror image, but those are not inappropriate
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Figure 1. Colonic mucosal mRNA expression of matrix metalloprotcinase-2
(MMP-2) and tumor necrosi factor-a (TNF-a in the ucerative coltis (UC)
‘model, Etasa-treated and control groups on days 14 and 21. Expression evels
of MMP-2 and TNF-a inthe colonic mucosa were significantly higher in the
UC model group than i the control group (P<0.05). On days 14 and 21, the
two index values for the Etiasa-treated group were significantly lower than

those of the UC model group (P<0.05). M, Marker; UC, UC model group:
E, Etiasa-treated group; C,control group.
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Figure 2. Colonic mucosal mRNA expression of matrix metalloprotcinase-2
(MMP-2) and tumor necrosis factor-a (TNF-a)in the ulcerative colits (UC)
model, Etiasa-treated and control groups on days 35 and 56. Expression
levels of MMP-2 and TNF-c n the colonic mucosa ere significantly higher
i the UC model group than i the control group (P<0.05). On days 35 and 56,
the two index values i the Etiasa-treaed group was significantly lower than
those of the UC model group (P<0.05). M, Masker; UC, UC model group;
E, Etiasa-treated group; C, congBligroup:
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o Pink boxes highlight two panels in Figure 3 that unexpectedly overlap
« Orange boxes highlight two panels in Figure 4 that look identical, albeit shown at a different color

temperature

« Orange, teal and brown boxes highlight panels that look identical to those in Figures 3 or 4 of Jing-Wei Mao
etal,, Gastroenterology Research and Practice (2012), DOI: 10.1155/2012/845672*) -
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Figure 3. Colonic mucosal matrix metalloprotcinase-2 (MMP-2) protein
expression in the ulcerativ colitis (UC) model, Etiasa-treated and control
groups at different timepoints. Colonic expression of MMP-2 ncreased sig-
nificantly in the UC model group compared with the contrl group (P<0.05)
and was also significantly higher than in the Etiasa-treated group on days 1,
21,35 and 536 (P<0.05).

DOI: 10.3892/mmr.2012.1021
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Figure 4. Colonic mucosal tumor necrosi factor-a (TNF-c) protein expres-
sion in the ulcerative calits (UC) model, Etjasa-treated and control groups
at different imepoints. Colonic expression of TNF-a increased significantly
in the UC model group compared with the control group (P<0.05) and was
also significantly higher than in the Etiasa-treaed group on days 14,21, 35
and 36 (P<0.03).
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#4 lllex illecebrosus comment accepted September 2024
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© report < permalink

Click here to see animation video based on issues reported above.
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Other animations available here. Link to the relevant PubPeer post is in the description. Please note that we are

not making any judgements but simply visualising observations by others.

#5 Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted April 2025

Retracted 2 April 2025.

@ report < permalink

Following the publication of this paper, it was drawn to the Editors’ attention by a concerned

reader that, in comparing the agarose gels featured in Figs. 1 and 2 on p. 998, two pairs of

lanes for the TNF-a data featured for the ‘on day 14/on day 35’ and ‘on day 21/on day 56"

experiments were strikingly similar, although the lanes were featured in reverse orientations

relative to each other. Furthermore, MMP-2 protein bands featured in Fig. 2 in the ‘E’ and ‘C’

lanes of the ‘on day 56’ experiments were also strikingly similar in appearance. Finally,

concerning the immunofluorescence experiments shown in Figs. 3 and 4, one pair of data

panels in each of the figures was found to be overlapping, and moreover, some of the same

data panels also appeared in a figure in another paper written by the same research group

that was published in the journal Gastroenterology Research and Practice at around the

same time. In view of the apparent anomalies associated with the data in Figs. 1 and 2, and

the re-use of certain of the data in Figs. 3 and 4, the Editor of Molecular Medicine Reports has

decided that this paper should be retracted from the Journal on the grounds of a lack of

confidence in the presented data. The authors were asked for an explanation to account for

these concerns, but the Editorial Office did not receive a reply. The Editor apologizes to the

readership for any inconvenience caused.
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[Retracted] Effect of Etiasa on the expression of
matrix metalloproteinase-2 and tumor necrosis
factor-a in a rat model of ulcerative colitis

Jing-Wei Mao ', Hai-Ying Tang 2, Xiao-Yan Tan 1, Ying-De Wang '
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Liaoning 116011, P.R. China.
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Abstract

Following the publication of this paper, it was drawn to the Editors' attention by a concerned reader
that, in comparing the agarose gels featured in Figs. 1and 2 on p. 998, two pairs of lanes for the
TNF-a data featured for the ‘on day 14/on day 35 and "on day 21/0n day 56' experiments were
strikingly similar, although the lanes were featured in reverse orientations relative to each other.
Furthermore, MMP-2 protein bands featured in Fig. 2 in the 'E' and 'C' lanes of the ‘on day 56'
experiments were also strikingly similar in appearance. Finally, concerning the immunofluorescence
experiments shown in Figs. 3 and 4, one pair of data panels in each of the figures was found to be
overlapping, and moreover, some of the same data panels also appeared in a figure in another paper
written by the same research group that was published in the journal Gastroenterology Research and
Practice at around the same time. In view of the apparent anomalies associated with the data in Figs. 1
and 2, and the re-use of certain of the data in Figs. 3 and 4, the Editor of Molecular Medicine Reports

concerns, but the Editorial Office did not receive a reply. The Editor apologizes to the readership for
any inconvenience caused. [Molecular Medicine Reports 6: 996-1000, 2012; DOI:
10.3892/mmr.2012.1021]. %




