广西医科大学第四附属医院Bioengineered论文被撤稿，至少三个图似乎来自同一标本，作者回应图片不存在复制他人情况
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2022 年，广西医科大学第四附属医院的邹艳、刘利民等研究人员在期刊《Bioengineered》上发表了一篇名为 “Circular RNA circ_0068464 combined with microRNA - 383 regulates Wnt/β - catenin pathway to promote the progression of colorectal cancer” 的研究论文。该研究主要探讨了环状 RNA circ_0068464 联合微小 RNA - 383 对结直肠癌进展的影响，在癌症研究领域具有一定意义。
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然而在 2023 年，诚信专家 Elisabeth M Bik 留言指出论文存在问题。Bik 表示对论文中的图 4B 存在担忧，其中青色框和红色框标注处显示有至少三个图似乎来自同一标本，存在重叠情况。同时，对于图 2d，Bik 称该论文中的一个图（底部）与曾祥宇等人 2023 年发表于《Frontiers in Molecular Neuroscience》的论文中的一个图（顶部）存在重叠情况，且 2023 年论文中的图视野更宽，暗示两者可能有共同来源。
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针对这些质疑，论文作者邹艳进行了回应。对于图 4B 的重复问题，邹艳称已核实原始数据，是因疏忽在处理图像版本时，误上传了之前未整理的含重复图像版本，他们已向期刊编辑部提交了正式的更正请求，并强调图像上传错误不影响文章的数据或科学完整性，对可能造成的误解表示诚挚歉意。对于图 2d，邹艳则称该图来自自己的文章，不存在复制他人图像情况，由于另一篇 2023 年发表的文章在自己文章之后，对于为何对方文章图像与之相似及是否存在抄袭，将进一步调查。
https://pubpeer.com/publications/808D834ED2FEA1C6DBF03F22A7106F#0
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#1Elisabeth M Bik comment accepted February 2025

Concern about Figure 4B:

o Cyan boxes: Two panels overlap
o Red boxes: Two panels overlap

Together, at least three of the panels shown here were derived from the same specimen.
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#2 Elisabeth M Bik comment accepted February 2025

Concern about Figure 2d:

« Pink boxes: One panel in this paper (bottom) appears to overlap with a panel in Xiangyu Zeng et al., Frontiers
in Molecular Neuroscience (2023), DOI: 10.3389/fnmol.2023.1146329¢ [EEXR Q2 (top)

« Of note, the 2023 FMN panel contains a wider view, suggesting that this image was not simply copied from
this 2022 BE paper, but that both panels might have a common source.

Xiangyu Zeng et al., Frontiers in Molecular Neuroscience (2023)
DOI: 10.3389/fnmol.2023.1146329
Figure 3B

Yan Zou et al., Bioengineered (2022), DOI: 10.1080/21655979.2022.2036905
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Invasion

#3 Yan Zou comment accepted March 2025 Author Response

#1 Thank you for your thorough review of this manuscript and your valuable feedback. Regarding the duplication
issue i Figure 4b that you identified, we have verified the original data and promptly identified the root cause of
the problem. The explanation is as follows: After verification, due to our negligence in mishandling the
arrangement of the image versions, we mistakenly uploaded the previous unarranged versions which contained
duplicate images. We ensure that image upload errors do not affect the data or scientific integrity of the article.
Justan incorrect version of the image set was uploaded. We have submit a formal correction request to the
journal editorial office . We sincerely apologize for any potential misunderstandings this error may have caused,
and we wish to reiterate our appreciation for your commitment to academic rigor.
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Dear Bioengineered Editor.

1 hope this emal inds you weil | am writing 1o bring to your aftention an error that we have identiied in our published 3 years ago manuscript fited "Circular
RNA circ_0068464 combined with microRNA-383 regulates Wnt/-catenin pathway to promote the progression of colorectal cancer,
Bioanginaerad: n Bioangineered, with the manuscript 1D [pubmod: 35168468 dol: 10.1080/21655079 2022 2036905 ss: 2185-5979 ssi: 2165-5987

‘We are very sorry. we just found the error.

Upon reviewing our published work. we realized that we mistakenly used incorrect figures. I Figab due to our negligence in mishanding the arrangement of
the image versions, we mistakenly uploaded the previous unarranged versions which contained duplicate images. We ensure that image upload errors do not
affect the data or scientific Integrity of the artcke. Just an Incorrect version of the image set was uploaded. The statistcal analyss s based on the cortect
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