miR125b真是“致癌推手”？两所权威机构联合研究论文遭质疑
原创  科研正气科研正气2025-04-01 19:15:00四川
近日，一篇发表在国际知名期刊《英国癌症杂志》（British Journal of Cancer）上的研究因实验图像问题引发学术界质疑。这篇题为“MiR125b acts as an oncogene in glioblastoma cells and inhibits cell apoptosis through p53 and p38MAPKindependent pathways”（miR125b作为致癌基因通过非p53/p38MAPK途径抑制胶质母细胞瘤细胞凋亡）的论文，究竟出了什么问题？我们一探究竟。
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质疑内容

2025年3月，一位名为Sholto David的学术评论人指出，这篇关于miR125b在胶质母细胞瘤（GBM）中作用的研究存在图像重复问题。他在评论中提到：

“本文包含几个意外的重复。请作者检查并评论？”

Sholto David还借助图像分析平台ImageTwin.ai对论文中的实验图像进行了识别和注释，明确指出部分实验数据图像存在重复现象。这一发现立刻引起了学术界对论文可信度的关注。
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“This paper includes several unexpected duplications. Would the authors please check and comment? Identified
and annotated with the help of mageTuin.i
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Dear professor Sholto Dav, | am the first author of tis paper,first we apologize for the delayed response o the
raised concens. We wish to claify that was solely due to technical diffcultes in accessing the PubPeer platform,
notany attempt to avoid scholarly discussion. we sincerely thank you for scrutinizing our work and raising,
potential concerns regarding image duplication. Open scientific discourse and peer oversight are vital
mechanisms for advancing academic integrity, and we remain fully comitted to check each concern images and
tracing original data o find out what made the problems and once we figure out the problems we wil contact
with the journal to make the necessary correction. Regarding the fssues raised, a5 this study was completed 13
years ago through a multi institutional collaboration, tracing original data requires cross-insttutional
coordination of storage media and handover records. Some co-authors have retired, posing practical challenges
to data retrieval. Nevertheless, we have contacted al active co-authors to systematicaly investigate data
preservation;

We emphasize that the core findings of this study “High-level expression of miR-125b is associated with poor
‘outcomes of GMB. MIR-125b may have an oncogenic role in GMB cels by promoting cellproliferation and
inhibiting apoptosis-'have been independently validated in many subsequent publications (eg. Haemmig S etal.,
Cell Death Dis. 2014 Jun 5;5(6):e1275. doi: 10.1038/cddis 2014 245; Yen-Ying Chen et al American Journal of
Clinical Pathology 2015.03-29, DOI: 10.1033/a]cp/aqy008), and the targets of miR-125b were found in this paper
also bevalidated in other independent studies( such as: LiXQ. et aL, Bain, Behavior, andimmunity , 2018-11.01,
DOI10.1016/}.bb1.2018.09.002; Zhen ¥l et al., Blood 2014-12.06, DO 10.1182/blood v124.21.3437. 3437 Halyan
Renetal, Journal of Clinical Neuroscience Volume 6, June 2019, Pages 234-241

https://doi org/10.1016 ] jocn 2015.03.002] demonstrating reproducibleresults over the past decade However,
we fully acknowledge that the reliablity of conclusions cannot overrde the necessity of ensuring original data
integrity. e are treating this investigation with the highest priority and aim to submit a formal report to the
journal within 8-10 weeks, followed by appropriate corrections per the findings.

During this process, we welcome continued communication with the academic community and respectfully
request reasonable time to complete the tracing. Historical complexites in research collaboration should not
‘excuse accountability, and we remain committed to transparency under scholarly srutiny. We reiterate our
gratitude for your dedication to enhancing academic quality.

Ning Wu On behalfofall co-authors




