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Figure 2. Exogenous LIMK1 localised to the cytoplasm and nucleus contributes to aggressive phenotypes in vitro. (A) HA-alone and three
HA-tagged LIMK1 proteins are depicted graphically and colour coded. HA was fused to the N-terminus of LIMK1 cDNA. Exogenous NLS and NES
tags were fused to the N-terminus of HA. (B) SW480 and HCT116 cells were transiently transfected with HA, HA-NES-LIMK1, HA-NLS-LIMK1,
and HA-LIMKT vectors. Wester blot analysis was performed to detect the exogenous and total expression of LIMK1 using anti-HA and anti-LIMK1.
(C) IF assay was used to visualise subcellular localisation of LIMK1 in treated SW480 cells (original magpnification x 2400). Exogenous NLS and NES
sequences target HA-NLS-LIMK1 and HA-NES-LIMK1 proteins to the nuclear and cytoplasmic subcellular compartments. (D) The effect of LIMK1
on cell proliferation was evaluated by CCK-8 assay. (E) The invading cells of the transwell assay were counted under a microscope in five randomly
selected fields. Bars represent the number of invaded cells. (F) Wound healing assay was performed to evaluate the motility. Bars represent
migration index of treated or control cells. The distance migrated by treated cells was relative to that migrated by control cells. Representative

figures are shown. The asterisk () indicates P<0.05. The double asterisk (**) indicates P<0.01. A full colour version of this figure is available at the
British Journal of Cancer joumal online.




