吉林大学中日联谊医院Oncotarget论文被撤稿，多图与多篇早期论文重复
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2017 年 10 月 4 日，吉林大学中日联谊医院胃肠结直肠肛门外科的 Youmao Tao、Songbai Yang 等研究人员在《Oncotarget》杂志上发表了一篇题为 “MicroRNA - 216a inhibits the metastasis of gastric cancer cells by targeting JAK2/STAT3 - mediated EMT process” 的论文。该研究旨在探讨 MicroRNA - 216a 对胃癌细胞转移的抑制作用及其机制，若成果属实，对胃癌治疗的研究具有重要意义。
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然而，在论文发表后，有网友 Hoya camphorifolia 于不同时间在评论区指出论文中存在图片重复的问题。例如，论文中的划痕实验迁移图像与 2014 年 Sun 等人发表的两篇论文中的图像存在意外相似之处；另外，论文中的一些图像还与 2017 年 Pan 等人、2014 年 Qu 等人、2017 年 Liu 等人、2017 年 Tao 等人、2016 年 Sun 等人、2014 年 Wang 等人、2017 年 Yu 等人发表的论文中的图像重复，且涉及不同实验、不同作者。
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2025 年 3 月 10 日，《Oncotarget》杂志发布了对该论文的撤稿声明。经调查核实，论文中多个图的图像存在从先前已发表论文中复制的情况，尤其是图 2（B 和 E 面板）、图 7B 和图 8B 中的伤口愈合测定图像，与四篇不同的早期论文中的伤口愈合测定图像重复；图 2（C 和 F 面板）、图 7C 和图 8C 中的 Transwell 测定图像，与另一篇已被撤回的早期文章中的 Transwell 测定图像重复；图 4A、5C、6 和 7A 复制了多篇不相关论文中的大量蛋白质印迹图像，其中一篇已被撤回；图 6 还重复使用了图 5C 和同一实验室早期论文中的蛋白质印迹图像。杂志社在尝试联系作者获取更多关于这些重复情况的信息时，作者未给予回应。最终，编辑决定撤回该论文。
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https://pubpeer.com/publications/32B611AC1BD530A362C0E798B303B7#9
https://www.oncotarget.com/article/21488/text/


来源：公众号Research Integrity，转载请注明出处，若没注明学术诚信公众号出处，构成侵权。后台联系客服微信：BikElisabeth

免责声明：
质疑信息来源于Pubpeer，提及人名均为音译
对于文章内容的真实性、完整性、及时性
本公众号不做任何保证或承诺，仅供读者参考
未经授权禁止转载！
转载请勿更改原文内容及格式！
如有转载需求或合作事宜
可添加下方客服微信或推送邮件到researchintegrity@qq.com
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[below] Figs 2C, 3C from "miR-944 inhibits metastasis of gastric cancer by preventing the epithelial-mesenchymal
ion via MACC1/Met/AKT signaling” (Pan et al 2017).
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Same images, different experiments, no authors in common.

[left] Fig 7C.

[right] Fig 3D from Pan et al (2017).
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#3 Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted July 2022

[left] Fig 7B.

[right] Fig 4€ from "SUMOylation of Grb2 enhances the ERK activity by increasing its binding with Sos1" (Qu et al
2014).
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#4 Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted July 2022

[left] Figé6.

[right] Fig 8 from "microRNA-526b servers as a prognostic factor and exhibits tumor suppressive property by
targeting Sirtuin 7 in hepatocellular carcinoma® (Liu et al 2017).
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#5 Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted July 2022

o [left] Figs 9A,C from "LncRNA CHRF-induced miR-489 loss promotes metastasis of colorectal cancer via
TWIST1/EMT signaling pathway" (Tao et al 2017).
o [right] Fig 6 again.
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#6 Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted October 2022

« [left] Fig 6a from "MicroRNA-27b exerts an oncogenic function by targeting Fbxw7 in human hepatocellular
carcinoma" (Sun et al 2016).
« [right] Fig 5C.
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#7 Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted October 2022

« [lefi] Fig 6B/D from "Acylglycerol kinase promotes cell proliferation and tumorigenicity in breast cancer via
suppression of the FOXO1 transcription factor” (Wang et al 2014).
« [right] Fig 7A.
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#8 Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted October 2022

« [lefi] Figs 2B/E, 6B from "MicroRNA-448 suppresses metastasis of pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma through
targeting JAK1/STAT3 pathway" (Yu et al 2017)

« [middle] Figs 7B, 8B.

« [right] Fig 4E/F from "SUMOylation of Grb2 enhances the ERK activity by increasing its binding with Sos1"
(Quetal 2014).
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#9 Pteris leptophylla comment accepted March 2025

10 March 2025 retraction https://wwu.oncotarget.com/article/28702/

Retraction: MicroRNA-216a inhibits the metastasis of gastric cancer cells by targeting JAK2/STAT3-mediated EMT

process
Oncotarget. 2025; 16:136-137. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.28702(%)
Youmao Taol, Songbai Yang2, Yuanyu Wul, Xuedong Fangl, Yannan Wang, Yan Songl and Tao Han2

1Department of Gastrointestinal Colorectal and Anal Surgery, China-Japan Union Hospital of Jilin University,
Changchun, Jilin Province 130033, China 2Department of Vascular Surgery, China-Japan Union Hospital of Jilin
University, Changchun, Jilin Province 130033, China

This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed its investigation of this paper, where it was verified
that several figure images were duplicated from previously published papers. In particular, the wound healing
assay images In Figure 2 (panels B and E) and Figures 7B and 88 are duplicates of wound healing assay images
from four different earlier papers [1-4]. Transwell assay images in Figure 2, panels C and F, and in Figures 7C and
8C were found to be duplicates of transwell assay images in another earlier article that has since been retracted
[5]. Figures 4A, 5C, 6 and 7A duplicate numerous western blot images from unrelated papers [6-8], one of which
has since been retracted [8]. And Figure 6 has reused western blot images from Figure 5C and from earlier paper
from the same lab [9]. The authors have been unresponsive in our attempts to contact them for more information

regarding these duplications. As a result, the Editorial decision was made to retract this paper.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2017; 8:38870-88881. DOI: https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.21488(%)
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This article has been retracted.

Retraction in: Oncotarget. 2025; 16:136-137.
MicroRNA-216a inhibits the metastasis of gastric cancer cells by targeting JAK2/STAT3-mediated
EMT process
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ABSTRACT

MicroRNAs (miRNAS), @ group of small, non-protein coding, endogenous RNAs, play critical roles in the tumorigenesis and
progression of human cancer. miR-216a has recently been reported to play an oncogenic role in human cancer. While, the expression of
miR-216a, its biological function and underlying molecular mechanisms in gastric cancer (GC) are largely unknown. In this study, we
revealed that miR-216a was underexpressed in GC tissues compared to matched noncancerous tissues. Decreased levels of miR-216a
were confirmed in GC cell ipared with a normal gastric epithelium cell line. miR-216a underexpression was associated with
malignant prognostic featfir luding, lymph node metastasis, venous infiltration, invasive depth and advanced TNM stage. GG
patients with low miR-216a level sho bvious shorter overall survival. miR-216a overexpression restrained migration and invasion
of MGC-803 cells, while its knoct erted opposite effects on metastatic behaviors of SGC-7901 cells. In vivo experiments found
that miR-216a restoration reduced\metastatic Jodes of GC cells in nude mice liver. miR-216a notably suppressed epithelial-
mesenchymal transition (EMT) of GC cells. Jauffis kihase 2 (JAK2) was recognized as a direct target and downstream mediator of miR-
2162 in GC cells. Interestingly, JAK2/signaMfansducer aqd activator of transcription 3 (STAT3) pathway was prominently inactivated by
miR-216a and probably mediated the role of miR the regulation of migration, invasion and EMT process of GC cells. In
conclusion, these data suggest that miR-216a fu a tumor suppressive miRNA in the development of GC possibly by targeting
JAK2ISTAT3-mediated EMT.

worldwide [1]. The clinical outcome of GG patients is extremely poor [2], largel local and systemic metastasis of GC [3]. Several
signaling pathways are implicated in metastasis of GC, such Janus kin sighal transducer and activator of transcription 3
(STAT3) and Notch signaling pathways [4, 5]. Recently, microRNAs (miRNAs) have bén shggested as critical regulator of metastasis of
GC [5, 7). However, the mechanisms underlying metastasis of GC is still poorly invéig:

INTRODUCTION
Gastric cancer (GC) is known as the most common type of m%a:mc tumor and one of the most deadly cancers
(JAK)-

Increasing evidences support the role of miRNAS as tumor suppressors or oncogene:
coding, single-stranded RNAs involved in post-translational regulation of gene expressio  been implicated in a wide range of
essential biological activities [8]. Aberrant miRNA expression is strongly comelatéd ith W& develapmentiaf (retabtasiscin? varous
cancers, including GG [9]. miR-216a has recently been reported to play a tumor suppressive role in human cancer including glioma [10],

an cancer. miRNAs are small, non-
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Unexpected similarities among scratch-assay migration images from three papers:

« [above] Fig 5a from "EZH2-mediated epigenetic suppression of long noncoding RNA SPRY4-IT1 promote s
NSCLC cell proliferation and metastasis by affecting the epithelial-mesenchymal transition" (Sun et al
2014a).

« [middle] Fig 4A/B from "Downregulation of BRAF activated non-coding RNA is associated with poor
prognosis for non-small cell lung cancer and promotes metastasis by affecting epithelial-mesenchymal
transition" (Sun et al 2014b).

o [lower] Fig2B,E.
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