吉林大学第一医院肾内科论文受关注，质疑声中真相待明
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论文信息
2024年，来自吉林大学第一医院肾内科的Xuejiao Wei , Mengtuan Long , Zhongyu Fan , Yue Hou , Liming Yang , Yujun Du （通讯作者）在 Scientific Reports 期刊发表了一篇题目为：Ulinastatin attenuates renal fibrosis by regulating AMPK/HIF-1α signaling pathway-mediated glycolysis 的论文。该研究得到了吉林省科学技术厅（项目编号：YDZJ202301ZYTS012）和吉林省自然科学基金（项目编号：YDZJ202401170ZYTS）的支持。
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质疑信息
2025年3月，国际著名职业学术打假人Sholto David 博士在 Pubpeer 论坛发表评论：
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参考信息：
https://pubpeer.org/publications/64A9114E84E60207F65C332D5D16F4


免责声明：信息来源于 Pubpeer，提及人名均为音译，对于文章内容的真实性、完整性、及时性本公众号不做任何保证或承诺，仅供读者参考。如有侵权，请及时联系公众号后台。让我们共同维护学术界的公正与透明。
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...and Figure 2 with Figure 7:

control

control TGF-p1 TeUT

Fig. 2. UTI alleviated the profibrogenic phenotypes in TGF-B1-induced HK-2 cells. (A) The effects of different
concentrations of UTT on HK-2 cells viability were detected by CCK-8 assay (**P<0.01 for 10000 U/ml UTT
vs. 0 U/ml UTI, ***P<0.001 for 20000 U/ml UTI vs. 0 U/ml UTI). (B) The levels of Collagen I and a-SMA
were detected by Western blot. (C and D) The analysis of grey value of Collagen I and a-SMA. Tubulin was
used as the loading control (ns for P> 0.05, **P<0.01, ***P<0.001). (E) The level of a-SMA was evaluated by
immunofluorescence staining (Original magnification: X 200, scale: 50 um). (F) The quantitative analysis of
a-SMA positive area (***P<0.001, ****P<0.0001). (G and H) The scratch assays were performed to evaluate
the effect of TGF-B1 and/or UTI on cell mobility. The leading edge is shown by the yellow lines after 0 and 24 h
(***P<0.001, ****P<0.0001). (I and J) Transwell assays were performed to evaluate the effect of UTI on cell
mobility (***P<0.001, ****P<0.0001). Results were presented as mean + SD of three individual experiments.
The full-length blots/gels are presented in Supplementary Fig. 2.
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Figure 1: Unexpected overlapping or duplicated images identified by ImageTwin.ai. Would
the authors please check and comment?
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Fig. 1. UTI alleviated renal injury and interstitial fibrosis induced by UUO. (A) The renal injury and fibrosis
were evaluated by H&E and Masson staining, respectively (Original magnification: x 400, scale: 20 um, the
black arrows indicate inflammatory cells). (B) ‘The quantitative analysis of the area affected by renal interstitial
fibrosis (**P<0.01, ***P<0.001, ****P<0.0001). (C) The levels of Collagen I and a-SMA were detected by
qPCR (*P<0.05,**P<0.01, ***P<0.001, ****P<0.0001). (D and E) The levels of Collagen I and a-SMA were
detected by Western blot. Tubulin was used as the loading control (*P<0.05, **P<0.01, ***P<0.001). (F

and G) Immunohistochemical staining was performed to assess the expression of Collagen I and a-SMA at

a cellular level, the positive areas were measured using Image J (Original magnification: X 400, scale: 20 um,
*P<0.05,**P<0.01, ***P<0.001, ****P<0.0001). Results were presented as mean + SD of three individual
experiments. The full-length blots/gels are presented in Supplementary Fig. 1.
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See also Figure 3:
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Fig. 3. UTI blocked the glycolysis process induced by UUO. (A) The expression of PKM2 and LDHA was
detected by QPCR (*P<0.05, **P<0.01, ***P<0.001, ****P<0.0001). (B) The levels of PKM2 and LDHA
were detected by Western blot. (C) The grey value results of PKM2 and LDHA. Tubulin was used as the
loading control (*P<0.05, **P<0.01). (D) Mitochondrial morphology in three groups of mice, red arrows
indicate mitochondria (Original magnification: X 20000, scale: 0.5 um) (E and F) The expression of PKM2 was
evaluated by immunohistochemical staining, the positive areas were quantified (Original magnification: x 400,
scale: 20 ym, *P<0.05, **P<0.01, ***P<0.001, ****P <0.0001). (G) The expression of AMPK and HIF-la was
detected by qPCR (*P<0.05, **P<0.01, ***P<0.001). (H) The levels of AMPK, p-AMPK and HIF-1a were
detected by Western blot. (I) The analysis of grey value of p-AMPK and HIF-1a. AMPK and Tubulin were
used as the loading controls (*P<0.05, **P<0.01). Results were presented as mean +SD of three individual
experiments. The full-length blots/gels are presented in Supplementary Fig. 1 and Fig. 3.
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