江苏省人民医院泌尿外科研究被指存疑，引发广泛关注
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论文信息
近日，《OncoTargets and Therapy》期刊发表的题为‘Upregulation of long noncoding RNA LOC440040 promotes tumor progression and predicts poor prognosis in patients with prostate cancer’ 长链非编码RNA LOC440040的上调促进前列腺癌进展并预示不良预后的研究受到评论人质疑。该研究由Cheng Zhang , Chunlin Liu , Jie Wu , Yuxiao Zheng , Haoxiang Xu , Gong Cheng（通讯作者）  , Lixin Hua（通讯作者）共同完成，通讯单位为南京医科大学第一附属医院（江苏省人民医院）泌尿外科。
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质疑信息
2025年3月评论人Sholto David指出：
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参考链接：
https://pubpeer.com/publications/07B87E5340419ACF7A5AA9792BDF7B
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Figure 4 and Figure 5: Unexpected similarities between western blots. I've added the
coloured shapes to show where I mean. Would the authors please check and comment?
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Figure 4 Effects of LOC440040 knockdown on PCa cell proliferation.

Notes: (A and B) Colony formation assay was performed to determine the proliferation of PC-3 and 2RV cells after s-LOC440040 transfection. (C-G) Western blot
protein expression levels in PC-3 and 22RVI cells after si-LOC440040 transfection. GAPDH protein was used as an internal control. *P<0.05.
Abbreviations: PCa, prostate cancer; si-NC, negative control siRNA; siRNA, short interfering RNA.

E PC-3 22RV1 F PC-3 G 22RV1
SNC  Ss2 S8 SINC 2 s3 £ £
— —— w— ww— ww— o GAPDH §§ ggm

22 2
E= o = B e 53 23,
W —— — — — B-catenin ﬁE- iE-ns

£ 2o

—— — a~ E-cadherin

& &
« Vf‘ ;#"@@
<
Figure § Effects of LOCA440040 knockdown on PCa cell migration and invasion.
Notes: (A and B) The Transwell migration assay showed that the number of migrated cells was significantly lower in the si-LOC440040-transfected group than in the

5i-NC-transfected group. (C and D) The Transwell invasion assay showed that the number of invaded cells was significantly lower in the 5i-LOC440040-transfected group

than in the si-NC-transfected group. (E-G) Western blot protein expression levels in PC-3 and 2RV cells after si-LOC440040 transfection. GAPDH protein was used as
an internal control. *P<0.05.

Abbreviations: PCa, prostate cancer; si-NC, negative control siRNA; siRNA, short interfering RNA.
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