南京医科大学第二附属医院&山西医科大学第一医院Oncol Lett.论文被撤稿，HE&WB图片相似，作者坚称原创
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2014 年 12 月 29 日，南京医科大学第二附属医院及山西医科大学第一医院的研究团队，由梁丽（Liang Li）、徐颖（Ying Xu）、王斌全（Binquan Wang）等人撰写的论文《Liriodenine induces the apoptosis of human laryngocarcinoma cells via the upregulation of p53 expression》在《Oncology Letters》杂志在线发表，影响因子为 2.5，分区为 Q3。该研究表明，木兰碱（Liriodenine）可通过上调 p53 表达诱导人喉癌细胞凋亡，这一成果对喉癌治疗研究具有一定意义。

然而，2015 年，论文发表后不久便引来了网友关注。网友 Elisabeth M Bik 指出论文图 3B 中两个苏木精 - 伊红（HE）染色面板看起来非常相似。另一位网友 Hoya camphorifolia 则发现，论文图 1E 的蛋白质免疫印迹（WB）数据与 2017 年姚等人发表的《Boschniakia Rossica Polysaccharide Triggers Laryngeal Carcinoma Cell Apoptosis by Regulating Expression of Bcl - 2, Caspase - 3, and P53》中图 3A 的 WB 数据相同。
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对此，论文第一作者梁丽回应称，文章由作者团队独立完成，所有高清图像和原始数据均有存档。他们发现姚等人 2017 年的文章在 2016 年 9 月投稿，2017 年 4 月在线发表，怀疑对方从自己文章在线版本截取图像。同时，对于图 3B 中 HE 染色重复问题，梁丽解释是图像合并时粘贴错误及校对不仔细导致，且该 HE 染色仅为形态学图像，不影响实验结论，并已向期刊发邮件申请发表勘误。

但事情并未就此平息。2025 年 3 月 10 日，该论文被撤回。编辑收到读者反馈后对论文数据进行独立分析，发现图 1C 的 TUNEL 检测数据及部分 WB 数据与其他不同作者、不同研究机构的文章数据相似，这些文章有的在本论文投稿前已发表，有的在同期考虑发表。编辑向作者询问解释，未收到满意答复，最终决定撤回论文，并向读者致歉。这起事件再次为科研诚信敲响了警钟。
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25663867/
https://pubpeer.com/publications/70A6612FD0B65F5C6F279E82A9A42A#4


来源：公众号Research Integrity，转载请注明出处，若没注明学术诚信公众号出处，构成侵权。后台联系客服微信：BikElisabeth
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#3 LIANG LI comment accepted August 2024

#2 Dear Hoya camphorifolia, | am the first author of this article. Thank you for your attention and comments on
the article. This article was completed entirely by the author's team, and all high-definition images, original data
are archived. Our article was published online in December 2014. Upon inquiry, we found that the article (Yao, et
al, 2017) with identical WB results was submitted in September 2016 and published online at April 2017. We have
no contact with the author team of that article (Yao, et al, 2017). Based on the quality of the images in that article,
itis suspected that they were captured from our article's online version. We have already sent an email to the
editorial department of Med Sci Monit and contacted the corresponding author of the aforementioned paper to

raise our inquiries.
#1

Dear Elisabeth M Bik, | am the first author of this article. Thank you for your attention and comments on the
article. We apologize for this repetition of HE staining in Figure 3B. After checking our raw data, this mistake was
due to a pasting error during the process of combining images together and a lack of careful proofreading,
resulting in the erroneous publication of two identical images from two groups. In addition, HE staining here is
merely showed a morphological image and does not affect the experimental conclusions. To mitigate the impact
of the error, the authors have already sent an email to the journalgseeking to publish.an erratum to rectjfy the
mistake.
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#4 Hoya campbhorifolia comment accepted March 2025

Retracted 10 March 2025.

Following the publication of this paper, it was drawn to the Editor’s attention by a concerned
reader that the same data panel had apparently been featured in Fig. 3B on p. 1125 to show
the results from differently performed experiments, and that the western blotting data
shown in Fig. 1E on p. 1123 had subsequently appeared at a later stage in a different
research article written by different authors at different research institutes. This prompted
the Editorial Office to perform its own independent analysis of the data in the paper, and
this revealed that TUNEL assay data in Fig. 1C and certain of the aforementioned western
blotting data were strikingly similar to data appearing in different form in other articles
written by different authors at different research institutes that had either already been
published elsewhere prior to the submission of this paper to Oncology Letters, or were
under consideration for publication at around the same time. In view of the fact that certain
of the abovementioned data had already apparently been published previously, the Editor
of Oncology Letters has decided that this paper should be retracted from the Journal. The
authors were asked for an explanation to account for these concerns, but the Editorial Office
did not receive a satisfactory reply. The Editor apologizes to the readership for any
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inconvenience caused. R A= - Research Integrity
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#1 Elisabeth M Bik comment accepted May 2022

Figure 3B.

« Blue boxes: Two HE panels look quite similar.

Figure 3B
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#2 Hoya camphorifolia comment accepted July 2024

o [lefi] Fig 1E.
« [right] Fig 3A from "Boschniakia Rossica Polysaccharide Triggers Laryngeal Carcinoma Cell Apoptosis by
Regulating Expression of Bcl-2, Caspase-3, and P53" (Yao et al 2017).
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