利益冲突Frontiers 论文被撤稿，导师和学术委员会为何力挺博士生？
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2024 年 6 月，赫尔辛基大学博士生 Reyhane Eghtedarian 在导师 Helena Kilpinen 及学校的支持下，被判定完全清白，学术生涯得以顺利推进。同年 12 月，芬兰国家研究诚信委员会（TENK）力挺赫尔辛基大学，驳回 Magazinov 的举报，认定 Reyhane Eghtedarian 和 Helena Kilpinen 无研究诚信违规行为。
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文章发表后，一位读者对可能存在的未披露利益冲突提出担忧。《前沿》（Frontiers）依据自身政策展开调查，之后发现有大量证据表明存在未披露的利益冲突，这损害了同行评审过程的公正性。此外，经过主编评估，认定因纳入已撤稿的参考文献，文章内容的有效性受到严重影响。鉴于无法保证该文章的科学严谨性，且遵循出版伦理委员会（COPE）的建议，此文章予以撤稿。此次撤稿得到《分子神经科学前沿》（Frontiers in Molecular Neurosciences）主编批准。文章作者不同意此次撤稿。《前沿》感谢亚历山大?马加济诺夫（Alexander Magazinov）就已发表文章与期刊联系。
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此前，某篇论文发表后引发读者对利益冲突的质疑。Frontiers 杂志迅速依规调查，发现存在未披露利益冲突，且论文因使用已撤回参考文献，内容可信度受损。于是，Frontiers 遵循出版伦理委员会建议，撤回该论文，虽遭作者反对，但得到《分子神经科学前沿》主编认可，杂志还特别感谢了举报人 Alexander Magazinov。此次撤稿涉及 Mohamed Taheri 和 Soudeh Ghafouri - Fard，其中 Soudeh Ghafouri - Fard 与伊朗政权高层关联，Mohamed Taheri 现为德国耶拿大学博士生。
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#3 Alexander Magazinov comment accepted March 2025

Retraction, published 2025-03-04.

Following publication, concerns regarding potential undisclosed conflicts of interest were raised by a reader. An
investigation was conducted in accordance with Frontiers' policies, after which Frontiers found substantial
evidence of undisclosed conflicts of interest that undermined the integrity of the peer review process.
Additionally, following the Chief Editor's assessment, it was determined that the validity of the content was
significantly compromised by the inclusion of retracted references. As the scientific integrity of the article cannot
be guaranteed, and in adherence to the recommendations of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), the
article is retracted. This retraction was approved by the Chief Editors of Frontiers in Molecular Neurosciences.
Theauthors do not agree to this retraction. Frontiers would like to thank Alexander Magazinov for contacting the

journal regarding the published article.
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Alexander Magazinov

STATEMENT OF THE FINNISH NATIONAL BOARD ON
RESEARCH INTEGRITY TENK (TENK 2024:22)

Alexander Magazinov’s second request for a statement from the
Finnish National Board on Research Integrity

The Finnish National Board on Research Integrity (TENK) received a statement
request from Alexander Magazinov on 3 June 2024 (addendum 4 June 2024), in which
he expressed his dissatisfaction with a research integrity (RI) violation allegation
investigation process carried out at the University of Helsinki and the outcome of the
process. The process pertained to an R violation allegation reported by Magazinov on
10 Mazch 2024 concerning Univessity of Helsinki Doctoral Researcher (FIMM)
Reyhane Eghtedarian and Assistant Professor (HiLIFE) Helena Kilpinen.

Magazinov alleged that Reyhane Eghtedarian had misled the geseazch community and
exaggerated her merits when she was selected for Helena Kilpinen's reseatch group.
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Handling of the case by the Finnish National Board on Research
Integrity

After receiving Magazinov’s request for a statement, TENK requested and received 2
response from the University of Helsinki. Convessely, TENK did not request a
response from the suspects, since TENK found this to be unnecessary due to the nature
of the statement request.

When drawing up its statement, TENK had access to the following documents and
attachments;

- notification of alleged violations by Magazinov, 10 March 2024;

- decision on the matter issued by the chancellor of the University of Helsinki, 3
June 2024;

- Magazinow’s request for 2 statement from TENK on 3 June and its addendum
on 4 June 2024; and

- sesponse to TENK by the chancellor of the University of Helsinki regarding
Magazinov’s statement request, 20 June 2024,

TENK made its decision on the statement in its meeting on 13 December 2024.
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#3 Alexander Magazinov comment accepted March 2025
Retraction, published 2025-03-04.

Following publication, concerns regarding potential undisclosed conflicts of interest were raised by a reader. An
investigation was conducted in accordance with Frontiers' policies, after which Frontiers found substantial
evidence of undisclosed conflicts of interest that undermined the integrity of the peer review process.
Additionally, following the Chief Editor's assessment, it was determined that the validity of the content was
significantly compromised by the inclusion of retracted references. As the scientific integrity of the article cannot
be guaranteed, and in adherence to the recommendations of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), the
article is retracted. This retraction was approved by the Chief Editors of Frontiers in Molecular Neurosciences.
Theauthors do not agree to this retraction. Frontiers would like to thank Alexander Magazinov for contacting the

journal regarding the published article.
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Their coauthor Reyhane Eghtedarian is enjoying an academic career as PhD student in Finland,
because her mentor Helena Kilpinen and the University of Helsinki decreed Eghtedarian to be
utterly innocent (read June 2024 Shorts). In December 2024, th|

Research Integrity (TENK) supported thg university's decision to reject Magazinov's notification
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“TENK agrees with the assessment of the course of events issued by the chancellor
of the University of Helsinki and the decision that neither Reyhane Eghtedarian

nor _ had committed RI violations.”




