山东省东营市胜利油田中心医院胸外科论文为何遭撤稿？
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1
“论文信息”

近日，《Oncology Research》期刊宣布撤回2018年发表的论文'miR-135a Confers Resistance to Gefitinib in Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer Cells by Upregulation of RAC1'miR-135a通过上调RAC1赋予非小细胞肺癌细胞对吉非替尼的耐药性。该论文在发表后引发了对图像数据的广泛关注，特别是Western blot图像中出现了不寻常的、形状异常的蛋白带，疑似为伪造或篡改的图像。研究由Tingting Zhang , Ning Wang（通讯作者）共同完成，通讯单位为胜利油田中心医院胸外科。
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2
“论文质疑”

2020年9月评论人Hoya camphorifolia指出：
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3
“撤稿信息”

2025 年 2 月 28 日撤回：https://doi.org/10.32604/or.2024.056906
文章发布后，人们对本文中的一些数字提出了担忧。本文中的蛋白质印迹在许多情况下表现为非典型、形状异常且可能异常的蛋白质条带。
联系了作者，并邀请他们就提出的担忧发表评论，并提供原始的、未经修改的数字，但没有回应。因此，主编不再对本文中数据的完整性有信心，并决定撤回本文。
所有作者均未回复有关此次撤回的通信。作为一家负责任的出版商，我们高度重视所发布内容的可靠性和完整性。对于此情况给读者和所有相关方造成的不便，我们深表歉意。

参考文献：
https://pubpeer.com/publications/7E3636CAE5D0FF7D63ABCEC701B940

声明：质疑信息来源于Pubpeer，提及人名均为音译对于文章内容的真实性、完整性、及时性本公众号不做任何保证或承诺，仅供读者参考
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Figure 7. miR-135a activates the PI3K/AKT pathway in NSCLC cells via upregulation of RACI. NCI-H1650 and NCI-H1975 cells
were transfected with miR-135a inhibitor, or miR-135a inhibitor plus pEX-RACI. (A, B) The expressions of main profeins in the
PI3K/AKT signaling pathway were detected by Western blotting analysis. GAPDH served as an internal control.

Plagiarising a comment by Elisabeth Bik:

This paper belongs to a set of over 400 papers (as per February 2020) that share very similar
Western blots with tadpole-like shaped bands, the same background pattern, and striking
similarities in title structures, paper layout, bar graph design, and - in a subset - flow
cytometry panels. Despite these similarities, these papers are authored by researchers from
different departments and institutes, with almost no overlap in authors.

The list of these papers is available here:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KXqTAyl4j-
jVorFPMD2XRpr76LclKJOCVyIVRjOexYQ/edit?usp=sharing

A more detailed description of this set of papers, suspected to all be generated by a

common source, a 'paper mill', can be found here:

o https://forbetterscience.com/2020/01/24/the-full-service-paper-mill-and-its-chinese-
customers/ (January 2020)

o https://scienceintegritydigest.com/2020/02/21/the-tadpole-paper-mill/ (February
2020)

The same paper mill has been described in these papers:

e Jana Christopher - Systematic fabrication of scientific images revealed - FEBS Letters
(2018) - https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/1873-3468.13201

o Jennifer AByrne and Jana Christopher - Digital magic, or the dark arts of the 21st
century—how can journals and peer reviewers detect manuscripts and publications
from paper mills? - FEBS Letters (2020) -
https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/1873-3468.13747
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