存在许多异常的Western blot！大连医科大学附属大连市中心医院论文研究遭撤稿
洞察学术2025-03-11 10:03:29澳大利亚
近日，一篇发表在Oncology research (2018)期刊上的标题为"miR-641 Functions as a Tumor Suppressor by Targeting MDM2 in Human Lung Cancer“miR-641 通过靶向 MDM2 在人类肺癌中发挥肿瘤抑制作用(doi: 10.3727/096504017x15021536183490)的研究论文被知名学者Hoya camphorifolia指出这篇论文属于一组超过 400 篇的论文（截至 2020 年 2 月），这些论文的蛋白质印迹非常相似，具有蝌蚪状条带、相同的背景图案，并且在标题结构、论文布局、条形图设计和（在部分）流式细胞术面板方面也非常相似等问题。该论文由来自大连医科大学附属大连市中心医院胸外科的Qinglong Kong, Nan Shu , Jun Li , Ning Xu共同完成。
通讯作者：Qinglong Kong（大连医科大学附属大连市中心医院胸外科）
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2020年9月Hoya camphorifolia在pubpeer上提出以下质疑：
[image: ]
剽窃Elisabeth Bik 的评论：
这篇论文属于一组超过 400 篇的论文（截至 2020 年 2 月），这些论文的蛋白质印迹非常相似，具有蝌蚪状条带、相同的背景图案，并且在标题结构、论文布局、条形图设计和（在部分）流式细胞术面板方面也非常相似。尽管有这些相似之处，但这些论文是由来自不同部门和机构的研究人员撰写的，作者几乎没有重叠。
这些论文的列表可在此处查看：https：//docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KXqTAyl4j-jVorFPMD2XRpr76LcIKJ0CVyIvRj0exYQ/edit?usp =sharing
关于这组论文的更详细描述，可以在这里找到，这些论文被怀疑都是由一个共同的来源，即“论文工厂”生成的：
· https://forbetterscience.com/2020/01/24/the-full-service-paper-mill-and-its-chinese-customers/（2020
年 1 月）
· https://scienceintegritydigest.com/2020/02/21/the-tadpole-paper-mill/（2020
年 2 月）
这些论文描述了同一个造纸厂：
· Jana Christopher - 揭示系统性制造科学图像 - FEBS Letters (2018) - https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/1873-3468.13201
· Jennifer A Byrne 和 Jana Christopher - 数字魔法，还是 21 世纪的黑暗艺术——期刊和同行评审人员如何检测来自论文工厂的手稿和出版物？ - FEBS Letters (2020) - https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/1873-3468.13747

2025年3月Gerris caucasicus 在pubpeer上提出以下质疑：
撤回，2025 年 2 月 28 日：https://doi.org/10.32604/or.2024.056910
文章发表后，人们对该文中的一些图片提出了质疑。该文中的蛋白质印迹图在许多情况下呈现出非典型、形状异常且可能异常的蛋白质条带。
记者联系了作者，邀请他们就所提出的问题发表评论，并提供原始的、未经修改的数据，但他们没有回应。因此，主编不再相信这篇文章中数据的完整性，并决定撤回这篇文章。
所有作者均未对有关此次撤稿的函件作出回应。作为一家负责任的出版商，我们高度重视所发布内容的可靠性和完整性。我们对此情况给读者和所有相关方造成的任何不便深表歉意。
[image: ]
信息链接：
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28800790/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7844650/
https://pubpeer.com/publications/29E74D2EDB7257DA1567A33FEF8B36#

免责声明：
本文所涉及的信息均来自公开的学术网站和相关资料，力求内容准确可靠，但无法对其完整性、真实性或时效性作出绝对保证，仅供学术参考。如发现内容存在问题或有纰漏之处，请及通过私信联系我们(QQ: 3926830335)，以便及时核实和修正。
#大连医科大学
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Figure 3. Overexpression of miR-641 induces apoptosis in lung cancer cells. (A) Overexpression of miR-641 induces apoptotic
cell death of human lung cancer A549 cells. (B) Overexpression of miR-641 induces apoptotic cell death of human lung cancer
/A549 cells. Western blotting analysis. (C) Overexpression of miR-641 induces apoptotic cell death of human lung cancer A549 cells.
(D) Overexpression of miR-641 induces apoptotic cell death of human lung cancer A549 cells. PARP, poly ADP-ribose polymerase.
#55p<0.001.

Plagiarising a comment by Elisabeth Bik:

This paper belongs to a set of over 400 papers (as per February 2020) that share very similar Western blots
with tadpole-like shaped bands, the same background pattern, and striking similarities in title structures,
paper layout, bar graph design, and - in a subset - flow cytometry panels. Despite these similarities, these
papers are authored by researchers from different departments and institutes, with almost no overlap in
authors.

The list of these papers is available here: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KXqTAyl4j-
jVorFPMD2XRpr76LcIKJOCVyIVRjOexYQ/edit?usp=sharing

A more detailed description of this set of papers, suspected to all be generated by a common source, a
‘paper mill', can be found here:

 https://forbetterscience.com/2020/01/24/the-full-service-paper-mill-and-its-chinese-customers/
(January 2020)
o https://scienceintegritydigest.com/2020/02/21/the-tadpole-paper-mill/ (February 2020)

The same paper mill has been described in these papers:

« Jana Christopher - Systematic fabrication of scientific images revealed - FEBS Letters (2018) -
https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/1873-3468.13201

« Jennifer A Byrne and Jana Christopher - Digital magic, or the dark arts of the 21st century—how can
journals and peer reviewers detect manuscripts and publications from paper mills? - FEBS Letters
(2020) - https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/1873-3468.13747
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Retracted, February 28, 2025: https://doi.org/10.32604/0r.2024.056910

Following the publication, concerns have been raised about a number of figures in this
article. The western blots in this article were presented with atypical, unusually shaped

and possibly anomalous protein bands in many cases.

The authors were contacted and invited to comment on the concerns raised and to
provide the original, unmodified figures, but did not respond. The Editors-in-Chief
therefore no longer have confidence in the integrity of the data in this article and decided
to retract this article.

All authors have not responded to correspondence about this retraction. As a responsible
publisher, we hold the reliability and integrity of our published content in high regard. We

deeply regret any inconvenience caused by this situation to our readers and all concerned
parties. R ARES - AEFR




